Lot and Quercy Life

DECEMBER NEWSLETTER

Salut mes Amies,

Welcome to a freezing Quercy!

Crisp, cold December means magical frosty mornings, cosy nights and Christmas feasting.  The skies are still as blue as ever, but the temperatures have plummeted to well below zero. Winter has set in.  Every house has a vast store of well-seasoned logs piled neatly in the garden or barn, or if they don’t have such facilities, outside the front door against the wall of the house, first things first.

Many of the outlying farms suddenly sport half a dozen geese, hissing at the gates and terrifying the farm dogs.  They’ll be in great demand at the Christmas Eve markets.  So will the chestnuts that have been so abundant in the last few weeks.  Local ladies are busy turning them into the sumptuous festive treat, marrons glace, sticky, sweet and utterly delicious.

Meanwhile all the communes have sent frostbitten men-in-bleu out to dig the municipal flowerbeds and plant the violas.  Thousands of them peer up from every little pot and flowerbed and every windowsill, that in summer dripped with scarlet geraniums, now sports a pot of thoughtful little faces.  The market stalls are also festooned with violas, cabbages the size of beach-balls have replaced the last of the lettuces, leeks and chard, a good yard long, lie in huge piles.  The lesser-known radis noir, the black radish, is in great demand, so is the vastly underrated Jerusalem artichoke.  Prices have hit rock bottom, no tourists around in the markets now.  You need a warm pair of boots and a good sense of purpose to bear the cold.

But conversely, there is huge charm in an ancient market square, when all the produce, all the vendors and all the shoppers are local.  It took me nearly twenty minutes to buy a kilo of Jerusalem artichokes from the man perched on the upturned barrel.  He was quite happy to chat, what was I going to use them for?  Didn’t I have a plastic bag?  Well, the woman on the next stall would give him one_ Unfortunately she was busy discussing the state of her zip-up slippers with another customer.

I assured him that just tipping the lot into my market bag, so that I could scuttle off to my favourite cafi and thaw out, would suit me splendidly.  But it didn’t suit him.  The thing must be done properly.  We waited, my feet froze, but we did it properly.

Oh, the bliss of a hot cafi crhme in a steamy cafi.

Merry Christmas!

Amanda and Colin Lawrence
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WHAT’S NEW ON FRENCHENTREE-LOTANDQUERCY?

Telethon 2005, 2nd-3rd December 2005

The AFM Telethon has become France’s major fund-raising event with a record 104 million euros raised in 2004! This year, the French Muscular Dystrophy Association (“AFM”) presents the 19th annual Telethon on 2nd-3rd December 2005...

http://www.frenchentree.com/france-lot-quercy-events/DisplayArticle.asp?ID=10235
Running a Small Business in France

After living here in France for nearly 4 years building up our gnte business, the time had come to look for another opportunity, but what? We needed something flexible enough to fit in with the gntes but still give us the quality of life we had come here for...

http://www.frenchentree.com/france-lot-quercy-living/DisplayArticle.asp?ID=9859
French Electricity Tariffs - Which is the cheapest?

With different colour days and six different charging rates the Tempo tariff for electricity sounds very complicated.  The important question is - is it really any cheaper?  This article looks at the different tariffs and compares them for a typical household...

http://www.frenchentree.com/france-lot-quercy-services-contacts/DisplayArticle.asp?ID=10263
French Chbteau Employs Vegetarian Chef!

After 5 years of work on the property, it has just completed it’s first summer season, during which it was fully booked with guests from all over the World. They are already receiving repeat bookings! Gastropod Gemma Driver went to meet the owners, John and Richard, stay at the Chbteau, and see why everyone has been talking about it...

http://www.frenchentree.com/france-lot-quercy-holiday-accommodation/DisplayArticle.asp?ID=10251
Updated What’s On Section

This month we have launched a revised version of our What’s On section to give listings of events by Department for the forthcoming months:

http://www.frenchentree.com/france-lot-quercy-events/
Don’t Forget - If you are aware of, or organising an event that would be of interest to our audience, please let us know and we will feature it on the site.

Chateau Sitting in the Lot

I know this is going to sound like a tired well- worn clichi, but I really do wonder at how quickly the last year has flown.   I’m sitting here overlooking the river Dordogne, gleaming like a mirror in this stunningly beautiful environment...

http://www.frenchentree.com/france-lot-quercy-living/DisplayArticle.asp?ID=9848
Properties Galore in the Lot and Quercy

Looking for a dream home in the Lot and Quercy?  Start your search here for properties in the Lot, Lot et Garonne and Tarn et Garonne regions of France.  In addition to the new property database we have a rapidly growing number of property related advertisers who have recognised the value of promoting their business to our site visitors.

http://www.frenchentree.com/france-lot-quercy-property-sales/
Stone Country Cottage with Private Pool

Charmingly restored stone built country cottage with private pool.  Set amidst lavender and sunflower fields, the cottage is about 30 minutes from the ancient and beautiful city of Cahors ...

http://www.frenchentree.com/france-lot-quercy-holiday-accommodation/DisplayArticle.asp?ID=7700
Quercy Farmhouse with Large Pool

XVII Century Quercy farmhouse overlooking a valley in a beautiful setting, built from the champagne coloured stone that is famous in this region. Sleeps up to 7, #290-695 per week. Swimming in shared, heated salt water pool 6mx12m...

http://www.frenchentree.com/france-lot-quercy-holiday-accommodation/DisplayArticle.asp?ID=10009
SPONSORED LINK - Cahors Gourmet Wine Tours with Michael Sanders

So close to Bordeaux, but so far in spirit...Cahors...the undiscovered French wine region.  Join us for a spectacular week, a luxurious off-the-beaten path experience to learn hands-on about great wine and food, meeting the families of the vine and their terroir. Sumptuous Cahors wines, local foie gras and other specialties. An intimate week in France’s last undiscovered wine region located near Bordeaux in southwest France...

http://www.frenchentree.com/france-lot-quercy-cahors-wine-tours/
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